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English version: Arya Gayathry, State Bank of India, Pallickal Branch

@OOUMOEMO : MVIa@023 (Swapna Raj), LG 610 63000 DD, @OH6) 16M(3
216D, BHIP1BHIS

Today’s Talented Banker was noticed in our group through her wonderful review on Jaishree
Misra's ‘Ancient Promises’.

She confessed that her most cherished dream was to be a journalist.. We share here the
contentment of fulfilling clear aims, a bit of humour and a little cake talks. Our Talented banker
is an expert in baking heavenly cakes of various flavours and designs in addition to being a
journalist.

Nidhi Thomas
State Bank of India
Ollukkara Branch, Thrissur

She is the second daughter of Sri. N.V.Thomas and Smt. Annie Thomas, born in Alathur,
Palakkad. Her father was an employee of PWD, Arunachal Pradesh and her mother ws a teacher
at Kavassery KCP School. Her elder sister Mili Thomas is presently a software engineer at the
USA and stays there with her family.

After her primary classes at Alathur Holy Family School, she went to Vadakkenchery
Cherupushpam School till her 10th grade. Then she went to KCP School where her mother
taught, till 12th and then to Palakkad Mercy College. Though she dreamed of excelling in
literature and go on to be a famed journalist, she chose Mathematics for her graduation. Later
she did her PG diploma in journalism from Amritha college, Coimbatore and MA in English
literature through correspondence course from the Annamalai University. She also did courses
in Communicative English and Photography parallel to her post graduation classes.

She found her friends in her books, and didn’t participate in any extra curricular activities during
her school and college years. Her memories of those days are the various mango trees she and
her family nurtured in the garden, their cool shades where she gorged on the books she got
from the Public Library at the Swathi junction, Eratakulam S.N College professor Ratnakaran sir's
vast collection of books and Amma’s school library.

Her public display of talent was when she reacted to the Mercy college library not distributing
enough books to the students to read, by readying a joint letter of protest signed by all the
students.

She loved the Malayalam essay questions the most and was encouraged to write by her
teachers at the 10th grade, 12th grade and even at the college. She held a dream close to her
bosom..to be a journalist, that too in Manorama. She guesses that reading Balarama, published



by Manorama might have made her decision clear. And, dreams do come true before one
expects.. while at Mercy college, she could be a part of the Manorama campus line event of
twenty students from various colleges between Palakkad and Kasargod. She still thrills as she
reads her words in the ‘Autograph ‘ column of Campus line in the year 2005.. “ when realisation
dawns, | wish March would never end...”

She worked for two months in the Chennai evening daily, “News Today”. And her interview with
Kadhal Sandhya will never leave the folds of her memories. The report on the shock of the death
of one of the best footballers, V. P. Satyan, and the discrimination shown to a sport like football,
that came in ‘News Today' on 22/07/2006 is worth probing . From there she joined ‘The New
Indian Express ‘, Ernakulam as sub editor. The feature introducing Swetha Mohan (Swetha's first
interview on 14/06/2007) was well noticed.

She returned to Chennai to work in the IT Park tabloid of ‘The Hindu' named ‘Ergo’. Then she
came to Kerala and joined a Malayalam portal ‘Indulekha’ as content editor.

Her marriage to Rijo Jose gifted her with a new-found friend. When she moved in to
Thiruvananthapuram with Rijo who works as the Kerala head of ‘Pearson India’, she got the
chance to be the sub editor of Kala Kaumudi's “Bhavanam" magazine. The instability of salaries
of a journalist prompted her to be interested in banking, which was encouraged by Rijo. She
joined fof bank coaching at Brilliance, Thrissur during which time she chanced to teach English
and Current Affairs in the various branches of Brilliance at Palakkad.

The SMS regarding her appointment in State Bank of India clerical cadre came in 2013, on her
elder daughter Aleka's 2nd birthday. Her first posting was at Iringalakuda after four months of
which she got transferred to Poonkunnam branch. There she worked for 5 years and from 2018
she is at Ollukkara branch.

Aleka is in 4th grade and her second daughter Ayana is in UKG. Her old

blog njanpaaru.blogspot.com is not active now but she intends to rekindle her reading and
writing skills with the untiring support of Rijo. The bank offers many opportunities like various
customer meets, Sargotsavam and employees meetings fir showcasing her talents. Her write
ups regarding social responsibility get noticed, like her words reflected in the 11/04/2019
Malayala Manorama Thrissur metro edition.

Nidhi is also the SBSU Regional Secretary. She excels at compering at bank meetings, family get
togethers and marriage functions. Veena Vipin, another Talented Banker says Nidhi was a star
during the orientation training at Kochi SBLC and was the co-editor of the in-house magazine
along with Ashish Ben Ajay (who later joined BOI as officer).

She started her cake baking experiments with her mother’s precious oven. Now Instagram-
Sugarloopbakes is full of cakes of all models and sizes.

The famous thinker-author-film critic-NCBE leader SBlan Sri. G.P.Ramachandran says Nidhi
handles both English and Malayalam well and her writings are true and touching, clear and
brave. She instills confidence in those around her and is a great organizer, anchor and without
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stage fear comperes well engaging the audience.

Nidhi says as time permits she would journey ahead with her passions- writing, compering and
baking. We wish her and her lovely family happiness and prosperity.



